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Time to walk the talk

The increasing social turmoil in the state does not present
a sustainable solution in sight for the much harassed people
in the foreseeable future. The law and order situation,
despite the reassurances and claims to the contrary, is going
from bad to worse with political parties and CSOs trying to
play up the deplorable condition to trade charges and
accusations as per their conveniences instead of taking up
any concrete and positive steps to turn things around. While
the recent spurts in developmental activities could only be
seen as a last ditch effort by the ruling congress to salvage
their dented image might have presented a glimmer of hope
for the common public by the high and mighty who are
constantly and increasingly drawing flak from every quarter
for the dismal failures to curb crimes, corruptions and
complacencies yet the continuing eruptions of agitations
and feelings of indignations following the audacious step by
the UNC to strangle the state by imposing indefinite
economic blockade along the highways connecting the state
with the rest of the country has thrown the fragile society
out of gear yet once again, with neither the solution nor the
response of the governments both in the state and the centre
in the clear. Yet, since the high and the mighty does not
have a direct stake in the outcome of the incident, as was
the case in the earlier numerous instances, there is an
evident lack of seriousness and gravity attached to these
incidents despite the tell tale signs that such threats to the
continued existence of the state is politically and
economically motivated and can be quashed for good if the
required amount of political will and seriousness is displayed.
These social instabilities also breeds a group of traders and
businessmen who profits from the desperation and
haplessness of the common people, taking full advantage
of the non- existent and defunct consumer protection
mechanism. Add to this the artificial scarcity of essential
commodities, while each and every group in the State is
demanding their separate “Homeland” or states.
Government authorities and departments entrusted with
addressing these discrepancies are too busy practicing and
promoting corruption and favoritism. The overall picture is
one without hope of redemption or resurrection. Yet history
bears witness to numerous turnarounds and incredible feats
of recovery and progress of societies worse off than ours. A
concerted approach with the whole hearted and proactive
participation of the public with complimenting support and
earnest efforts by the concerned authorities could bring
about a perceptible change from the present situation of
confusion and unrest. Each aspect of the society needs to
be looked into and addressed for a holistic development of
the society to be made possible. Small, steady and
sustainable steps needs to be taken up in right earnest
starting now. The upcoming state election presents the best
opportunity for everyone in the state to have a say in how
these present malaise of the society can be changed. Political
parties need to focus on the positives and project a better
future with conviction and commitment instead of indulging
in political mud-slinging. Political leaders need to
demonstrate their maturity and integrity in order to win
the trust and the vote of the public more than the high-
pitched rhetoric and empty assurances.
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My open letter to the politicians of Manipur
By: Shanta Nahakpam

My name is Shanta Nahakpam | arsavings just because they wante#nowledge and at least dorare that an educated person gets
an MA in International Businessme to stay away from the bund andomething for my people. Theythe job of his qualification. The
and Research from a Foreigrblockade of the state so that mynever told me to stop what | wassituation which you have created
University. | was born in a middle studies should not be hindered byloing but always insisted that Itoday is the kind in which our
class family where my father andhe many issues in Manipurhey simply leave everything and get gparents are helpless and there is a
mother worked as an honessend me for studies injob and live happilyThis was the basic psychology that Jobs are
Government Employee. | doubt ifChandigarh(1996-2009) for a betteword | usually get angry with andbeing bought from youAnd it is
they ever went out of their way toenvironment  they believe sometimes | would not go homenot for a common man that his
even take an advantage of thei€handigarh to be much better thamnd sleep in my little office children will get a job as per their
position during their service. Now the very trusted State in whosehinking | have to win the battle of qualification, in the case of a poor
don’t doubt my parents how theygovernment they worked for theirlife and show them whatlam. educated person his qualification
were able to send me abroad if thelving. We did not have any otherLet me come to as why | am writinghas become useless due to the
were so honest! it was an educatiomeans of earnings, | still remembemy personal life in open letter andreason he cannot afford to buy a
loan from SBI which was alreadythere were times when my father hathe reason for writing this shortjob from your pocket.

rejected by Mr Dass the than B Mo borrow rice and cooking gas fromstory is because of the fact that Now if we choose the path of a
of Secretrait branch Imphal.a local shop because they did ncam a common man and | wish thesmall business firstly their
Somehow | manage to argue witlyet their salary on time as thefuture politicians (Those who claimunderstanding of business doesn’t
him and get through for whoseGovernment failed to pay them forto be) to understand the actuadllow us to do anything which they
repayment | had to get maximunthe honest work they did. common man how they arethink to be a lower level than we
humiliation during 2015 and 2016l know you must be thinking why | suffering from todays Il are qualified at and the second
and my parents sold a part of ouam telling this silly story of mine as Governance. case our parents are not ready to
paddy field to repay it. this is somewhat a part of your storyFor a parent who has used all hisnvest on any non secured earning
Their service to the Government ofoo. As your family too must have savings and earnings in the welfaréormula, for they believe that the
Manipur which lasted long 30 yrsfaced similar situation no doubtof his childrens future unlike you investment which they will help by
was the only way to give us bettemany times during the time of Mr politicians who have enough casteither ways (Savings or selling
education, food, housing and manyv Nipamacha when he was theof various sources which can veryproperty) may get lost due to many
other things which we demand andChief Minister of Manipur and in well keep your sons and daughtereason they understand the
no doubt they might have felt manythe case of Mr Ibobi when heat some level must be having a verpusiness may not survive the test
times if their sons and daughtersiandled the finance as well was théough situation as to if, we of time. More over being a middle
wished anything beyond theirchief Minister of the State. (Children) should keep with ourclass family or a common man they
power what would they do? ILetme putitthis way today | am 35dreams and utilize our knowledgedo not have any other source
wonder they would have left it toyrs old living in Manipur since last in some business for the well beinghrough which they will earn back
the situation to convince us6 yrs and have done a lot of work(lof our self which will in turn make the money we lose. Being a
through the means they had. Myhink), tried to utilize the education us self dependent or should we buypolitician you may argue that there
parents had very basic dream for mehave gaied, tried to make my life a job from you? are many schemes of the Union
and my brothers and sisters, likevorthy of this birth but ironically The current situation which youGovernment of India (irrespective
every parents they wanted us tmothing seems to work out in the(Politicians) have created in ourof the party you claim to be) which
study well and at least get amanner it should be. Like myhome state is the kind in which outhelps the MSME such as the
Government Job and lead a happyarents always warned me not tgarents know that you are corrupPMRY & PMEGR many others
married life! do few of the things | wanted to,but they will be ready to pay you arelated to handloom piggery etc
My parents would always say trytelling me this is Manipur and its bounty for a simple Governmentwhich is related to small scale
to work hard be honest and thegomplicated here and | thoughtJob which will make our educationindustry(the list may never end
did send me out of the statewhy?As thisis my homeland | havecompletely useless. In the case ofvhen explained by you).

investing more of their earnings and birth right to examine my ageneral common student it is very (To be contd...)
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Edappadi K Palaniswami, a Sasikala loyalist who has
never tried to carve a niche for himself

COIMBA TORE: Edappadi K Palaniswami is not known to be athe party splitin 1989. That was theallegations have cropped up against
Palaniswami, who has beenniting force — he has been unablgyear he contested assemblyalanswami but his unflinching
appointed as th&amil Nadu chief to keep the flock together in hiselections for the first time and won.loyalty to Ravanan and Sasikala
minister, fits into two moulds that home base of SalerAnd, he may “Though Palaniswami got defeateckept his position intact. “From
suit party general secretary V Kgo with the Sasikala strategy andn 1996 assemb)y2004 Lok Sabha 2011 to 2016, Jaya shunted out
Sasikala. He comes from théiave TTV Dinakaran and othersand 2006 assembly elections, heeveral ministers, but Palaniswami
gounder community in the kongu beltvork out the details. again got a ticket in 2011, thanks tdield fort for five years,’noted a

- the region that has stood by th@alaniswami has been a strondravanan. But Sengottayan, anothgrarty leader

AIADMK for many years but feels Sasikala supporter for more than 1§ounder leadergot sidelined by His growth was aided by the fact
neglected at not having beeryears. By having a gounder chiefAmmain 2011 and it was a naturathat there were no powerful
accommodated in the leadership. minister Sasikala has sought toelevation for Palaniswami,said competitors in th@IADMK from
Making him the chief minister would weaken the hold of Panneerselvananother functionary Salem and no tough challenger
present a symbolic thevar-goundewho has been drawing MLAs from Palaniswami kept a low profile butfrom DMK. That aided his victory
alliance since she and her family arthe kongu belt. his proximity to Sasikala and hencen 2016 assembly election with a
identified as a thevar clan. FurtherThe move to make Palaniswamithelayalaithaa grewand he was margin of more than 40,000 votes,
Palaniswami is a Sasikala loyalis€M also nullifies allegations that entrusted with looking after thein spite of his eroding credibility
who has never attempted to carve 3asikalas family wants to grab party party’s financial afairs. Corruption among the public.

niche for himself and has been avigosts as well as the CMseatYet,
follower of her family He may be the at the end of the dafalaniswami Space debrIS |S a problem but
don't blame it on ISRO

ideal choice given Sasikala’ is likely to be only a titular head.
By: Sanchita Sharma

incarceration. Palaniswami owes his political
Palaniswamg greatest challengebeginnings and career growth to the
would be to put together a majoritySasikala family He was inducted

in the assembly and run thento the good books of Sasikala satellites and to prevent in-orbit

break-up by designing spacecraft to
The Indian Space Researchbe not susceptible to on-orbit

of time. The Sasikala faction would® RavananAmong the top five e . - -
9 p Organisation (ISRO) sent 104explosion,” said an ISRO scientist,

try to isolate OPS and restrict hisninisters in Jayalalithag'cabinet, IR " >
MLA numbers to ensure this. when former electricity minister satellites into orbit oiWednesday who d"_‘ not want to be named.
SomeAIADMK seniors, as well as Natham Viswanathan earned @nd the wild applause was sooipace junk ) o
the BJRat theCentre, howevewant Jayalalithaas ire and was sidelined, followed by growing mutterings Since the launch of the first artificial
a broader rapprochement to bring thealaniswami rose to become No 2.2Pout Indias space agency addingsatellite Sputnik 1 by the former
factions togethemhich may include He joined the\IADMK in 1983 and  t© SPace junk. Soviet Union in 1957, dozens of

aworking arrangement wihPS too. remained in the Jaya faction WhenHowever it's irrational to blame the countries have launched satellites,
ency with close to 3,000 working satellites

MethOba Muftl to expand Coun ianything, carrying multiple still orbiting the Earth. These

Al yloads lowers orbital debris agunctional satellites are just a
Of Mlnlsters each rocket used to send satellitefsaction of the than 500,000 pieces
to space also adds to the space junéf dead satellites ranging from the
PTI from Amira Kadal constituency |SRO is also ideally located forsize of a marble to much bigger
Jammu, Feb 16:Jammu and Kashmir Altaf Bukhari is likely to stage a launches because its proximity tanachines that continue to orbit the
Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti comeback. Bukhari, who was athe Equator gives the rockets aiarth.
will carry out tomorrow the first minister in the Mufti Mohammed extra velocity kick into space so theyThere are many millions of smaller
expansion of her nine-month-oldSayeed government, was nouse less fuel to launch heaviepieces of dead spacecraft,
ministry with induction of one or included in the cabinet whenpayloads. abandoned launch vehicle stages,
two PDPmembers. Mehbooba was sworn-in as theand unlike space tourism, satellitesnission-related ~ debris and
“There is a cabinet reshuffle. NewChief Minister inApril last year serve a practical purpose, providingragmentation debris that are too
Ministers will be inducted into the There are unconfirmed reports thatjata that support communicationtiny to be tracked.
government tomorroja top source Mehbooba is also likely to induct navigation, scientific research,“The greatest risk to space missions
in the state government told PTI.  an MLA from South Kashmir inthe weather observation, militarycomes from non-trackable debris,”
According to the arrangementministry. support, earth imaging, amongsaid Nicholas Johnson, Nasa chief
between the two allies, PDP has 8esides Bukhari, Javid Mustafa Mirothers. Each time you navigatescientist for orbital debris. Debris
quota of 14 ministers, including theand two Ministers of State using global positioning systemshields can withstand impacts of
Chief Minister while BJPhas 1 Mohammadishraf Mir andAbdul  (GPS), for example, you use a grouparticles smaller than 1 cm.
ministerial berths. Majeed Padroo, who were part ofof more than 20 satellites thatSpace junk travels at speeds up to
Currently PDPhas 12 Ministers and the previous government led by hedetermine where you are. 30,000 km an hoywhich turns tiny
BJP has 11 Ministers including, thefather had been dropped by her “|SRO has developed the modelpieces of orbital debris into deadly
Deputy Chief Minister and SajjadBJP had dropped Sukhnandarand software for statistical analysishrapnel that can damage satellites,
Lone. Choudhary The state can have aof risk due to space debris and closspace shuttles, space stations and
According to sources, PDP MLA maximum of 25 ministers. approach of debris to the functionaspacecraft with humans aboard.
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